Shepherd of the Valley UMC

P. O. Box 1805

Indio, CA 92202 
CONTACT US

We truly want to hear from you.  If you changed your name, address, telephone number or email address, please contact the Church office and let us know. If you want to send something to us through the US Postal Service, our address is:

	Mailing Address:
	Physical Location:

	 Shepherd of the Valley UMC
 PO Box 1805

 Indio, CA 92202
	 Shepherd of the Valley UMC
 45501 Deglet Noor
 Indio, CA 92201


Our telephone number is 760-347-1046.

Faxes may be sent to 760-775-6037.

Our e-mail address is IndioUMC@Verizon.net.
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

by Millie Andrews

[image: image2.jpg]



If you are interested in volunteering, we need your help with meals, activities, storytelling, arts and crafts, etc, etc. 

Look for the sign-up sheet in the Narthex of the Church.  Vacation Bible School this year will be July 23 – 26, 2012 from 5:30 to 8:00 PM.  

Open to all children ages 4 to 11 years of age. Our theme this year is “Operation Overboard”. Closing night will be July 26th and we end at 8:30 PM.
[image: image3.jpg]



Pentecost Sunday is May 27th!

We will celebrate by asking everyone to “wear red”

to church on May 27th.
Imagination
by Rev. Scott Andrews

How do you see what God is doing in the world around you?  I remember this question from a seminary professor several years ago.  I don’t remember the name of the class we were in because I took several classes with this professor.  But what I do remember is that this particular professor liked to challenge us to challenger ourselves.  We were encouraged to use our imaginations and look at the church and the world around us in a “deconstructionist” mentality.  He wanted us to “take things apart and see how they worked” and then to tinker with them if needed.  We “deconstructed” church organization systems, worship services, and Sunday school curriculum.  At times, we would feel uncomfortable with the exercises.  Most of the time, it was rewarding to use our imaginations to uncover and discover a particular aspect of the church.  

I recently read another article from a series of lectures for 2005 given at another seminary.  This article made me think back to my own time in seminary:


Why is our world beautiful, and what are we as Christians to do about the fact that our world is beautiful? Why is our world ugly, and what are we as Christians to do about the fact that our world is ugly? 

How do we make sense of these, and how do we live as ourselves, called to be human beings who live within that ugliness and that beauty and are called to respond appropriately to God in God's world? 

You need imagination to cope with that. Most of us find that too hard, so we retreat into soap operas and shopping and sport and hanging out and drinking coffee and shopping and so on. From time to time we catch our breath at the sight of the mountains coming out through the clouds or at something we see on television about horrible violence somewhere else or maybe even not somewhere else. It's too big and too difficult and we can't cope with it and so we retreat.

(continued on the inside back cover)

Imagination (continued on the inside front cover)

How do you see what God is doing in the world around you?  There are days I love to sit back close my eyes and just daydream.  I try to full imagine what God is up to and how he is going to use this day to inspire and move his people.  Now I’m not going to sit here and say that I fully understand what God is up to.  Only God knows God’s mind.  However, I believe that God gives us glimpses each day into his work.
In the weeks to come, I’m asking all of us to use our imaginations.  I’m asking each of you to daydream about what God is doing for you and for our church.  So often we get bogged down with details that we forget to dream a little.  So, take a moment . . . maybe during your prayer time . . . and dream.  Let your imagination run and see where God just might be leading you . . . us.  Amen!
ReTHINK CHURCH

by Ralph Fellersen
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With the General Conference in session this month, we need to keep our prayers alive and working that Christ might be in their heart and minds for each decision.  Bring your Bible and let us look at what Jesus wanted us to see and do. Drop by the Fellowship Hall 9am on Sunday.  Coffee is close at hand. Come share your ideas!!  See you Sunday. 
WORSHIP COMMITTEE

by Janice Rea

Our next meeting will be on May 3rd at 10:00 AM in the Adult Classroom.  As we head into May, the Worship Committee will be again honoring all the women of the Church on Mother’s Day.  Every woman in attendance will receive a carnation, and we will have special recognition for the Oldest Mother, Newest Mother, Youngest Mother, and Mother with the Most Children, and the Mother with the Most Grandchildren.  Come and join us, and bring your family to church, May 13th is Mother’s Day.


Thank you to all who helped with the preparations for Easter. We appreciated your time and effort and we had a great Easter.
MUSIC MINISTRY
by Bruce Mangum
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As Music Director of Shepherd of the Valley, I wish to take this month's article to personally & sincerely thank those wonderful people who donated the funds necessary for purchasing the choir's new folders that we debuted on Easter Sunday morning.  Without your generosity, this could not have happened, and I believe this kind gesture will boost the choir's morale (which is high enough already!).  I wish I could name names, but God knows who you are, Pastor Scott more than likely knows who you are, and YOU know who you are!  So, thank you again, and may the Lord continue to bless you thru' our worship, music & praise.

My next item may overlap into other announcements posted in this month's Dateline, but it shows how vibrant and active our ministries are - even with summer quickly approaching.  I am thrilled to announce our upcoming All-Church Talent Show to be held after church on Sunday, June 10th. In past years, this event has always been a lot of fun, and I ask that you put your thinking caps on, and decide what special 'talent' you'd like to share with everyone who attends.  Most people think 'talent' has to do with entertainment, like singing, playing an instrument, dancing, or something along those lines.  For our cadre of Methodists here in Indio, however, I'd like to expand that definition just a bit to include: reading a poem or a few jokes, acting in a skit, cooking an omelet, arranging flowers, grooming a dog, or perhaps even demonstrating how to apply make-up (Ladies, when you use gentleman volunteers, it's hysterically funny!)  Anyway, put some thought into it, and we'll be announcing this in our church services beginning on May 6th with a sign-up sheet to be filled in.  We would like a good turn-out both on-stage and in the audience.

And finally, some of our Winter singers have already left, and that simply means one thing: There's room for YOU in our choir!! (I'm picturing the old Uncle Sam poster!) Choir rehearsals still remain @ 8:20 on Sunday mornings in the choir room, so we invite you to join us.

 
QUILTERS HAVEN

by Shirley Fellersen

[image: image6.jpg]g

DIC '
~ Not in terms of what it is,
ut what:it-could|be:

% Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.

The people of The United Methodist Church’





We are enjoying our expanded space very much and are now able to work on 3-4 quilts at one time.

Several people have donated quite large amounts of fabric and notions recently. Thank you so much. We go through the donations and anything we can't use is recycled to the Goodwill Thrift Store. With the price of fabric today, this is a big help and also pushes our creativity buttons. Come and join us any Thursday morning.  

UMW

by Margaret Henderson
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Please join us for our Mother's Day Tea on May 12th.  We have scheduled Sherry Young, a wonderful inspirational speaker, and our own Bruce Mangum will entertain us.  It will be an elegant affair and lots of fun! Plan to bring your mother, aunt, or any of the women you know who might enjoy sipping tea with us. Our meeting time is changed and we will gather at 11:00 AM in Fellowship Hall. The cost is $5.
 

The self defense class will be May 5th in Fellowship Hall, 10AM-12PM.  Cost is $15.  This is a hands-on class and is recommended for any woman 10 to 80+.  I urge you to be PREPARED.  Please call me if you plan to attend 760-200-3370.
 
It’s time to get out your tutu and start practicing your pirouette! Our Talent Show & Lunch will be on June 10th right after church. There is some fabulous talent hidden away in our congregation and now is the time to let your little light shine! We will feed you well and the entertainment can’t be beat. 
OUTREACH

by Diana Densmore

Our Outreach Committee has been hard at work planning these various ways for you to reach out. As always, no one is required to participate in all of these activities, but we appreciate all that you do.

Blue Barrel/First Sunday of every month – Bring your non-perishable food items on Sunday, May 6th for the CV Rescue Mission. 

White Barrel/Third Sunday of every month - Bring hygiene items on May 20th, for the CV Rescue Mission. Shampoo, soaps, tooth paste, tooth brushes, disposable razors, feminine hygiene products, foot powder, etc., are all needed.

Father’s Heart Ranch - The third annual bowling and pizza party was held on Tuesday, April 3. Twenty-five boys and staff members had a really fun time. Palm Springs Lanes did a great job providing pizza and sodas at a discount; they also were very accommodating when some of the boys were delayed and arrivals happened in stages. Cathy Brocker and I enjoyed our time with them. Thank you all for sponsoring this event.
Helping the Homeless Now - The Outreach Committee is asking you to donate to a new ministry in our valley. Chris Rockwell has been featured in the Desert Sun a few times for his efforts on behalf of the homeless men and women who camp along the freeway.  Recently, Helping the Homeless Now was certified as a non-profit agency, and we would like to assist in his ministry. We will be collecting donations in the months with five Sundays, starting on April 29. The next time will be the fifth Sunday in July.  A handout list of needed items will be provided on the Sunday prior.  Meanwhile, Chris is asking for three key items he always needs: Tarps, tents and bicycles. The bikes will be repaired and then given away. Visit their website at www.helpingthehomelessnow.com 
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	May

	1
2
7
9

14
18

	Rosalynn Kim
Jan Woodward
Rev. Lynn Reece
Jack Bourquin
Shellie FitzHenry
Eric Jones
Merle White

Julia April Parsons
Catherine Warne


	
	19
22
23
25
26
27
28
30
	Mable Simonson

Mildred Weaver
Tom Curth
Patti Curth
Brenda Knight
Caitlyn Latham
John Person
Jose Samano
Matthew Hernandez
Carolyn Daniels


FINANCE REPORT

By Margie Schriener 
Many thanks, to all who helped with the Silent Auction and Dinner.  Thank you also for your donation of items to the auction and for purchasing items.  We made a little over $2200.00 which will be much needed in the months to come.  As promised I want to let you know where we stand financially.
As of April 8, 2012 when the Finance Committee met the bills were all paid and we had $2,994.85 in the regular church account.  This does not give us much of a cushion for the months ahead but we are still in the black which is good.  Please continue to give what you can as we move into summer being good stewards of what God has so graciously given us.  
And finally, the Scholarship Committee will be accepting Scholarship Applications during the month of May for those who would like to be considered for College Scholarships for Fall of 2012. Applications will be available in the church office beginning May 1st and will be due by May 31st.  To be eligible for a scholarship the applicant must be either a member of the church or a child of a member of the church.  
	May  2012
Please keep in mind the calendar is subject to change.

	SUNDAY
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SATURDAY

	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	
	10:00 AM Growth & Support Group

6:30 PM Puppet Ministry
	 7:00 AM Men’s Bible

                 Study
9:00 AM Prayer  & Care Group

7:00 PM Growth & Support Group
	 9:30 AM Quilters
10:00 AM Worship Cmte

	
	10:00 AM UMW
Self defense class

	Communion Sunday        6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12

	8:20 AM Choir Rehearsal

9:00 AM Sunday  School
10:00 AM Worship 
11:15 Coffee Fellowship
2:00 PM UMYF at

 Camp Extravaganza
	10:30 AM Son Reflectors

7:00 PM UMW Mission Team
	10:00 AM Growth & Support Group

6:30 PM Puppet Ministry
6:30 PM Worship @ CVRM
	7:00 AM Men’s Bible

                  Study
9:00 AM Prayer  & Care Group
7:00 PM Growth & Support Group
	9:30 AM Quilters


	
	11::00 AM UMW
Mother’s Day Tea

	Mother’s Day            13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19

	8:20 AM Choir Rehearsal

9:00 AM Sunday School

10:00 AM Worship 

11:15 AM Coffee Fellowship 
6:30 PM UMYF

	10:30 AM Son Reflectors

7:00 PM Finance/Trustees
	10:00 AM Growth & Support Group


	7:00 AM Men’s Bible

                 Study
9:00 AM Prayer & Care Group

7:00 PM Growth & Support Group
	9:30 AM Quilters

	
	

	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26

	8:20 AM Choir Rehearsal

9:00 AM Sunday School

10:00 AM Worship 

11:15 AM Coffee Fellowship
6:30 PM UMYF  

	10:30 AM Son Reflectors


	10:00 AM Growth & Support Group

6:30 PM Puppet Ministry
	7:00 AM Men’s Bible

                 Study
9:00 AM Prayer & Care Group

7:00 PM Growth & Support Group
	9:30 AM Quilters

	
	

	             Pentecost Sunday  27
	 Memorial Day      28
	29
	30
	31
	
	

	8:20 AM Choir Rehearsal

9:00 AM Sunday School

10:00 AM Worship 

11:15 AM Coffee Fellowship
6:30 PM UMYF
	10:30 AM Son Reflectors


	10:00 AM Growth & Support Group

7:00 PM Administrative Council
	7:00 AM Men’s Bible

                 Study
9:00 AM Prayer & Care Group
7:00 PM Growth & Support Group
	9:30 AM Quilters

	
	


